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   My title today is “God Bless Oblige”.  It is a little wordplay, taken from the concept “Noblesse Oblige” which is defined as, “Honorable and charitable behavior 

regarded as the responsibility of a person of noble birth or rank.”  Some might say it this way: “For those to whom much is given, much is required.”  All of us are 

children of God, the creator/sustainer of the universe. Therefore, we are children of the King. As such we are nobility. All of us have the obligation to behave honor-

ably and charitably.  

   We read of Jesus’s teachings toward the end of his earthly life. Let me paraphrase from the 25th chapter of the Gospel of Matthew.  Jesus is speaking symbolically 

of the judgment of the nations. He says there will be separation of the sheep from the goats.  And those that are invited into the Kingdom of God are the ones who 

took care of Him when he was naked hungry, sick and in prison.  And the people are confused. They ask, “When did we take care of you?” And the important an-

swer was, “When you did it to the least of these.”  I have always loved this teaching because there were times when I felt that I was one of the least of these, and I 

will always be grateful to those who took care of me, when I could not take care of myself.  This church was such a place where I came when I did not think I could 

go on.  Most of the people who were then at this church are no longer here, but the church as a caring institution remains.  We are continuing to do this work that the 

Master Teacher has called on us to do. Let us never forget that. 

   Let me tell you about some people who were blessed mightily and decided to help those who were hungry, naked, sick and in prison.  Elvis Presley: “Whom did 

he help?,” you may ask.  He helped build the Memorial at Pearl Harbor. The money had dried up. So, he went to Hawaii and did a benefit concert to help raise the 

money needed to have that memorial to so many valiant men and women who lost their lives.  Harry Chapin:  He was a singer/composer when I was in college. I 

heard him in concert and his voice was raw and raspy. He did not take care of his voice while he was giving 200 concerts a year to benefit the World Hunger Organ-

ization.  He felt it was criminal that industrial nations could have so much food while millions of people when hungry every day.  The Youth of Unity of California.  

The Youth of Unity of California also felt it was criminal that so many people went hungry while restaurants threw away tons of food every day. They lobbied the 

legislature in Sacramento to pass a law that allowed restaurants to give leftover food to the homeless and hungry.   Senior Connections. 16-1/2 years ago I arrived 

here to be your Senior Minister. During that first week Helen Penhale (affectionately known as Miss Penny), came to see me. She said, “John, all my ministers here 

have served on the Board of Senior Connections,” a social service agency that assists seniors with Meals on Wheels, home assessments and other ways to make life 

better for seniors.  Next month I officially join the ranks of seniors.  In her 90s Miss Penny was delivering meals and good cheer to seniors who were shut-in. Atlan-

ta Community Food Bank.  Almost 40 years ago Bill Boling saw a need in Atlanta and created the Atlanta Community Food Bank.  I am proud that my Rotary Club 

and Unity Atlanta regularly volunteer at the Food Bank. Habitat for Humanity.  Almost 75 years ago Clarence Jordan created a multi-racial farm in Americus, Geor-

gia. It was not well-received at first. It was there that the idea of building homes for poor people was developed and Millard Fuller formed Habitat for Humanity.  A 

peanut farmer from nearby Plains, Georgia, was inspired to get involved. Who knew that one day Jimmy Carter would be President of the United States and after 

that he would devote his life to building Habitat houses in this country and around the world?   Scott Hudgens.  Scott Hudgens was a WW II veteran. I went to high 

school with his children.  Scott succeeded in land development and other enterprises. And he gave back to the community.  I have buried veterans and their family 

members in the Veterans Cemetery in Canton, Georgia.  He gave the land for that cemetery.  He also was a major donor for the Shepherd Center, a world-renowned 

facility for spinal cord rehabilitation and for the treatment of Multiple Sclerosis.  Many of us in this church ride bicycles to raise money for the MS Society.  This is 

God bless oblige. Tommy Nobis.  Tommy Nobis was my boyhood hero. He was the first draft choice of the brand new Atlanta Falcons. He created the Tommy 

Nobis Foundation to help people with various disabilities learn skills so that they can get jobs. His college football coach at the University of Texas told him that he 

had been given many gifts because of his talents as a football player, and that he ought to give something back.   What can we do?  There are many needs in this 

world that cannot be handled by the government or social service agencies. Find something that you can do without looking for anything in return. That is God bless 

oblige.  We have been richly blessed. We are God’s nobility. 
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