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Today we are talking on friendship. Specifically we are going to look at The Prophet by Kahlil Gibran.  Gibran was a brilliant Lebanese artist, poet and phi-

losopher who lived in the late 19th century to the early part of the 20th century.  We are going to end with his chapter on “Friendship” from The Prophet.  

But first I want to share the ancient Greek understanding of the different kinds of love, followed by the Apostle Paul’s words to the Church at Corinth and 

then what I wrote as a 22-year-old ministerial student at Unity Village. 

 

Ancient Greek ideas of love: Agape:  the love of God for man and man for God.  Agape is used by Christians to express the unconditional love of God for 

His children.  Let’s call it “spiritual love”.  Eros: love, mostly of sexual passion; intimate love.  Philia:  affectionate regard, friendship, usually between 

equals.; it is expressed a loyalty to friends, family and community.  Storge: the common or natural empathy, like that felt by parents for offspring; this is also 

used when referencing the love for one’s country or favorite sports team. 

 

In the early Christian world there were lots of problems with the Church at Corinth. Paul felt the need to write them and tell them what real love is.  I Corin-

thians, Chapter 13, is the best piece of writing, in my opinion, of the Apostle Paul. Let me read just a few of the lines. “Love is patient; love is kind; love is 

not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in 

the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends.”  If you want to know if you are loving, these word 

from Paul are the test. 

 

As a man in his early twenties, I entered Unity’s ministerial school. We were required, over the course of three academic years, to write our personal Credo, 

that is, what we believe about God, humankind, the interaction between them, ministry and life in general. This is a good exercise for all of us. In my paper I 

was inspired to write a prose poem.  This is it, in part: “I will not judge you; do not judge me. I come in peace to share my love and my Soul. If it be your 

desire, you may share your love and your Soul with me. I call you friend; call me the same. Do not place me above you, for surely you would be disappoint-

ed … Let us seek to understand  

 

 

 

 

 

 

each other and to see God in all the faces we behold, but in our seeking to understand let us not enslave another to yesterday’s understanding when yesterday 

is gone. Today, I am a new man: older, wiser, and more loving; yet, I am I. I am I, and I am of the One. I am you, but yet I am separate. Let us never forget 

the Oneness of brotherhood, and always respect the separateness of individuality. I am a minister. I call myself John. You are a child of God. I call you 

Friend.” 

 

Now, I share from Kahlil Gibran in The Prophet:  “Your friend is your needs answered.  He is your field which you sow with love and reap with thanksgiv-

ing.  And he is your board and your fireside.  For you come to him with your hunger, and you seek him for peace. 

  

“When your friend speaks his mind you fear not the ‘nay’ in your own mind, nor do you withhold the ‘ay.’ And when he is silent your heart ceases not to 

listen to his heart; For without words, in friendship, all thoughts, all desires, all expectation are born and share, with joy that is unacclaimed. When you part 

from your friend, you grieve not; For that which you love most in him may be clearer in his absence, as the mountain to the climber is clearer from the plane. 
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Today we are talking on friendship. Specifically we are going to look at The Prophet by Kahlil Gibran.  Gibran was a brilliant Lebanese artist, poet and phi-

losopher who lived in the late 19th century to the early part of the 20th century.  We are going to end with his chapter on “Friendship” from The Prophet.  But 

first I want to share the ancient Greek understanding of the different kinds of love, followed by the Apostle Paul’s words to the Church at Corinth and then 

what I wrote as a 22-year-old ministerial student at Unity Village. 
 

Ancient Greek ideas of love: Agape:  the love of God for man and man for God.  Agape is used by Christians to express the unconditional love of God for 

His children.  Let’s call it “spiritual love”.  Eros: love, mostly of sexual passion; intimate love.  Philia:  affectionate regard, friendship, usually between 

equals.; it is expressed a loyalty to friends, family and community.  Storge: the common or natural empathy, like that felt by parents for offspring; this is also 

used when referencing the love for one’s country or favorite sports team. 
 

In the early Christian world there were lots of problems with the Church at Corinth. Paul felt the need to write them and tell them what real love is.  I Corin-

thians, Chapter 13, is the best piece of writing, in my opinion, of the Apostle Paul. Let me read just a few of the lines. “Love is patient; love is kind; love is 

not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in 

the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends.”  If you want to know if you are loving, these word 

from Paul are the test. 
 

As a man in his early twenties, I entered Unity’s ministerial school. We were required, over the course of three academic years, to write our personal Credo, 

that is, what we believe about God, humankind, the interaction between them, ministry and life in general. This is a good exercise for all of us. In my paper I 

was inspired to write a prose poem.  This is it, in part: “I will not judge you; do not judge me. I come in peace to share my love and my Soul. If it be your 

desire, you may share your love and your Soul with me. I call you friend; call me the same. Do not place me above you, for surely you would be disappointed 

… Let us seek to understand each other and to see God in all the faces we behold, but in our seeking to understand let us not enslave another to yesterday’s 

understanding when yesterday is gone. Today, I am a new man: older, wiser, and more loving; yet, I am I. I am I, and I am of the One. I am you, but yet I am 

separate. Let us never forget the Oneness of brotherhood, and always respect the separateness of individuality. I am a minister. I call myself John. You are a 

child of God. I call you Friend.” 
 

Now, I share from Kahlil Gibran in The Prophet:  “Y our friend is your needs answered.  He is your field which you sow with love and reap with thanksgiv-

ing.  And he is your board and your fireside.  For you come to him with your hunger, and you seek him for peace. 
  

“When your friend speaks his mind you fear not the ‘nay’ in your own mind, nor do you withhold the ‘ay.’ And when he is silent your heart ceases not to lis-

ten to his heart; For without words, in friendship, all thoughts, all desires, all expectation are born and share, with joy that is unacclaimed. When you part 

from your friend, you grieve not; For that which you love most in him may be clearer in his absence, as the mountain to the climber is clearer from the 

plane. 
 

“And let there be no purpose in friendship save the deepening of the spirit. For love that seeks aught but the disclosure of its own mystery is not love but a 

net cast forth: and only the unprofitable is caught. 
 

“And let your best be for your friend. If he must know the ebb of your tide, let him know its flood also.  For what is your friend that you should seek him with 

hours to kill?  Seek him always with hours to live.  For it is his to fill your need, but not your emptiness.  And in the sweetness of friendship let there be 

laughter, and sharing of pleasures.  For in the dew of little things the heart finds its morning and is refreshed.” 
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