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1.    In the new year, many of us are starting anew.  We are letting the old go and we are welcoming the new.  One scriptural verse that inspires us is 

from Revelation 3: 8:  “I [the Lord] know your works. Look, I have set before you an open door which no one is able to shut.”  We get inspired to 

do wonderful projects.  Usually one of these projects is physical fitness.  We buy equipment, join health clubs and work with weight loss programs.  

And then by the end of January many people just give up.  I am here to tell you to try again. And if necessary, try again, and again, and again. You 

can do it. 

2.    The Bible is filled with stories of people who began again, after failure.  In the first book of the Bible, Genesis, there is the story of Cain and 

Able. Cain, in a fit of jealous rage, kills his brother Abel.  Even so, God offered His protection. We read, “…the Lord put a mark on Cain, so that 

no one who came upon him would kill him” (Genesis 4: 15).  Moses killed a man and became a fugitive. Still, he was called to lead his people to 

freedom.  Elijah ran away to escape the wrath of evil Jezebel, and wished to die. Jesus fell on His knees in the Garden of Gethsemane and asked, 

“Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done” (Luke 22: 42).  In Jesus’ greatest time of need, all His 

disciples ran away. Yet, they were given a second chance and completed their mission.  The Apostle Paul hated and tried to destroy all Christians. 

And He was given a second chance. He became the spreader of Christianity.  The message here is to get up when we have failed and try again. 

3.    Let us look closer at the examples of Elijah and Jesus. Elijah was a great prophet of the Hebrews.  There was a great test on Mt. Carmel between 

Elijah’s God, the one true God, and Baal, a false god. Elijah’ God won! So Elijah destroyed all the prophets of Baal.  This was probably not a good 

political move.  It angered Jezebel, daughter of Ethbaal, King of the Sidonians, (by the way, the name Ethbaal literally means “with Baal, with the 

help of Baal, self-sameness of Baal)”.  So, when Jezebel, daughter of Ethbaal, learned of what Elijah had done, the made his life a living hell. Eli-

jah forgot all that God had done for him and he ran away and hid. He gave up. He asked God to take him immediately.  He did not want to die at 

the hands of Jezebel and here warriors.  But he received these instructions: “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is 

about to pass by” (I Kings 19: 11).  I think you know what happened next. There was a great wind that was so strong it split mountain.  But the 

Lord was not in the wind. Then there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake.  Then there was a fire, but the Lord was not in the 

fire. Then there was “a sound of sheer silence [some translations say “a still small voice”].  He was renewed and he went forth emboldened to com-

plete his mission on earth.  He tried again and succeeded. 

4.    You know the story of Jesus, how it began, how He ministered and how He was captured, tried, convicted and crucified.  One of the most telling 

moments of His life was that moment in the Garden of Gethsemane.  He had prayed. He knew what was about to happen. Then there came this cru-

cial moment when He said, “Father, if you are willing, removed this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done” (Luke 22:42).  And when 

He was on the cross, He uttered these words: “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23 -34).  And he died. But 

He rose again and was able to continue His ministry in His resurrected body. 

5.    What can we learn from Elijah and Jesus about trying again?  There are four key components. They are as follows: 
 

First, go into our cave and be still and quiet. Listen for God’s instructions. By the way, as an aside, in about six weeks a band of Unity pilgrims will be 

in Israel. We shall go to the traditional site of Elijah’s cave, on Mt. Carmel in Haifa, Israel. 

Go all the way with God, no matter what others are or are not doing. Jesus did not personally want to go through the agony of being beaten and then 

crucified. But ultimately He said, “Not my will but yours be done.”  We cannot succeed in our ultimate goal of entering Heaven unless and until we go 

all the way with God. 

Forgive. When Jesus was on the cross, the first words He uttered were, “Father, forgive them.”  This statement prepared Him for resurrection. But get 

this important point: it also freed his captors and the soldiers who were killing him to begin again. 

 
TRY AGAIN 

Sunday Lesson | January 22, 2017  

Rev. John Strickland 

Bible Verses:  Rev. 3: 8; I Kings 19: 1 -16., Luke 22:42. Luke 23: 34  


