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“Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. To everyone who conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will 

give a white stone, and on the white stone is written a new name that no one knows except the one who receives it.” 

Happy New Year!  I am so glad you came to church today.  Thank you for making the effort to be here! 

In the Book of Revelation we find the message of a new name on a white stone.  It is common for churches to have a message on New Year’s based on this 

passage. But the passage is not easy to understand. 

Let’s start with the word “name”.  In the Bible, names literally stand for one’s character.  And in Bible stories, when a person had a change of character he 

or she often had a new name. For instance, Abram became Abraham, Sarai became Sarah, Saul became Paul and Simon became Peter. Let me give one il-

lustration for you. The name “Sarai” means “bitter; contentious; quarrelsome.”  The name “Sarah” means “princess; noble woman; noble lady.”   And, of 

course “Christ” means “anointed one”.  Jesus’ last name was not really “Christ”.  But he earned the title by living the truth. We are all asked to earn that 

same title.  Our new name, therefore, will be “Christ”. In Revelation we are told the new name will be given to everyone who conquers.  And it tells us no 

one will know it except the one who receives it.  My expression of “Christ” will be known to me and your expression of “Christ” will be known to you.  

The conquering must be done within each of us. This is the battle between the limited human ego and the exalted spiritual nature.  It is not an easy battle.  

So, how do we win this battle?  Jesus came to teach us precisely how. Let me give you ten ideas for a new you in the New Year! 

 

1. Mark 12: 30 -31:  “…you shall love the Lord your  God will all your  hear t, and with all your  soul, and with all your  mind, and with all your  

strength … you shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

2. Matthew 7: 1 – 2: “Do not judge, so that you may not be judged.  For with the judgment you make you will be judged, and the measure you give will 

be the measure you get.” 

3. Matthew 5: 22: “I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a brother or sister, you will 

be liable to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the hell of fire.” 

4. Matthew 5: 44 – 45:  “Love your  enemies and pray for  those who persecute you, so that you may be children of your  Father  in heaven.”  

5. Luke 6: 38:  “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together , running over , will be put into your  lap; for  the 

measure you give will be the measure you get back.” 

6. Matthew 6: 25 – 33:  “I tell you, do not worry about your  life, what you will eat or  what you will dr ink, or  about your  body, what you will 

wear.  Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?  Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 

your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?  And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your life span?  And why 

do you worry about clothing?  Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was 

not clothed like one of these.  But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much 

more clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore, do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ … indeed 

your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  But strive first for the kingdom of God, and all these things will be given to you as well.” 

7. Matthew 9: 29: “According to your faith it is done to you.” 

8. Matthew 7: 12:  “In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the law and the prophets.” 

9. Matthew 7: 7 – 8:  “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door  will be opened for  you.  For  everyone who asks 

receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.” 
10. Matthew 18: 21 – 22:  “Then Peter  came and said to him … 

‘How often should I forgive? As many as seven times?’  Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, ‘seventy times seven times.’ ”  
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